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Trade associations, professional societies, and standards development organizations
have long provided the frameworks that guide excellence across the built environment.
As the commercial real estate industry faces accelerating technological change,
sustainability imperatives, and increasing complexity, the Building Lifecycle
Management (BLM) initiative presents a timely opportunity for these bodies to reaffirm
their leadership by aligning their guidance, training, and standards with lifecycle-based
strategies.

For decades, siloed workflows and inconsistent data practices have limited the
effectiveness of even the most well-intentioned standards. As buildings become
smarter and more connected, the need for clear, interoperable frameworks spanning the
full lifecycle—from design through operations and deconstruction—has never been
greater. Trade and professional organizations are uniquely positioned to help bridge
these gaps by adapting their existing guidance to support integrated, forward-looking
practices.

The BLM initiative enables standards bodies to engage in a broader industry movement
aimed at unifying the real estate ecosystem through shared principles of transparency,
data quality, and collaboration. Participation allows these organizations to refine and
promote best practices that are compatible across disciplines, software platforms, and
asset classes—ensuring their standards remain relevant, implementable, and impactful
in a digitally driven future.

By joining the BLM initiative, standards bodies can also support professional
development by embedding lifecycle thinking into certification programs, continuing
education, and technical guidance. This ensures that practitioners across architecture,
engineering, construction, operations, and facilities management are equipped with the
knowledge and tools necessary to deliver value throughout a building’s life.

Engagement in the BLM initiative empowers trade, professional, and standards bodies
to advance their missions, extend their influence, and future-proof the resources they
offer to industry. It is an opportunity to lead from the center—ensuring that lifecycle
excellence is not only possible, but consistently practiced across the built environment.
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